
Appendix 9.2 Flora Species Recorded within the assessment area

MWL SL SG/G PL DA RS SS NWC MWC

Acacia auriculiformis Ear-leaved Acacia Tree Exotic Widely cultivated in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + + ++ +

Acacia confusa Taiwan Acacia Tree Exotic Widely cultivated in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++ +++ ++

Acacia mangium Big-leaved Acacia Tree Exotic Widely cultivated in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + ++ +

Acalypha wilkesiana Copper Leaf Shrub Exotic Cultivated in gardens - +

Acalypha spp. - Herb Exotic - - +

Acronychia pedunculata Acronychia Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ + +

Adiantum flabellulatum Fan-leaved Maidenhair Fern Native - - ++ +

Ageratum conyzoides Billygoat-weed Herb Exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in Hong 

Kong
- +++ ++ +

Albizia corniculata Corniculate Albizia Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Albizia chinensis Chinese Albizia Tree Native Hong Kong Island, Tai Mo Shan, Lantau Island - +

Alchornea trewioides Christmas Bush Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Allium fistulosum Welsh Onion Herb Exotic Cultivated - +

Alocasia macrorrhizos Giant Alocasia Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + ++ ++

Alpinia officinarum Galangal Herb Native Tai Au Mun, Clear Water Bay, Tung Lung Chau - ++

Alpinia zerumbet Shell Ginger Herb Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Data Deficient ++ ++ ++

Alternanthera  

paronychioides
Smooth Chaff-flower Herb Exotic Mai Po, Tai Shan Wai - ++

Alyxia sinensis Bead Vine Climber Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++ ++

Ampelopsis heterophylla  

var. kulingensis
Kuling Ampelopsis Climbing Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++

Antidesma ghaesembilla
Square-leaved Chinese  

Laurel
Tree Native

Aberdeen, Mount Davis, Pok Fu Lam Rd., Hok 

Tau, Sai Kung, So Kwun Wat, Tai Po Tsai, Tai 

Mo Shan, Tai Mong Tsai, Central Island, Clear 

Water Bay, Ko Lau Wan, Chuen Lung, Lautau 

Island

IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Antirhea chinensis Chinese Antirhea Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Apluda mutica Glutene-rice Grass Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Aporosa dioica Aporosa Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + + +

Archidendron lucidum Chinese Apea Ear-ring Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ + +

Ardisia hanceana Hance's Ardisia Shrub/ Tree Native

Little Hong Kong, Cape D'Aguilar, Mount 

Nicholson, Wong Chuk Yeung, Sai Kung, Ma 

On Shan, Ng Tung Chai, Tai Mo Shan, Lantau  

Island

- + +

Ardisia quinquegona Asiatic Ardisia Shrub Native Very Common IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Arundinella spp. - Herb Native - - ++

Artocarpus heterophyllus Jackfruit Tree Exotic Cultivated - +
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Asparagus 

cochinchinensis
Wild Asparagus Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + ++ ++ + + ++

Aster baccharoides - Herb / Subshrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ +++ +

Asystasia micrantha - Herb Exotic Cultivated or naturalized - + + ++

Atalantia buxifolia Box-leaved Atalantia Shrub Native
Hong Kong Island, Kowloon, Sai Kung, Lantau 

Island
IUCN Red List: Least Concern + ++

Baeckea frutescens Dwarf Mountain Pine Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + +++

Bambosa spp. - Bamboo - - - ++ ++

Bambusa sinospinosa Chinese Thorny Bamboo Bamboo Exotic New Territiories (cultivated) - +

Bauhinia purpurea Purple Camel's Foot Tree Exotic - IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Bauhinia spp. - - - - - ++ ++

Bauhinia x blakeana Hong Kong Orchid Tree Tree Native Cultivated - +

Begonia cucullata var.  

hookeri
Perpetual Begonia Herb Exotic Cultivated - +

Berchemia floribunda Japanese Supple-jack Climber Native

Hong Kong Island, Tai Mo Shan, Ma On Shan, 

Sai Kung, Tai Long Sai Wan, Chek Keng, Kiu 

Tsui, Lantau Island

IUCN Red List: Least Concern + +

Bidens alba - Herb Exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed  

in Hong Kong
- ++ + ++++ ++ +++ + + +

Bischofia javanica Autumn Maple Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Blechnum orientale Oriental Blechnum Fern Native - - ++ + ++ ++ +

Blumea clarkei Clark's Blumea Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Bombax ceiba Tree Cotton Tree Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Bothriochloa bladhii Australian Bluestem Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + + +

Bougainvillea glabra - Shrub Exotic - IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Brachiaria mutica Blunt Signal-grass Herb Exotic
Aberdeen, Sha Tin, Yuen Long, Nam Sang 

Wai, San Tin, Mai Po, Plover Cove, Tsing Yi
IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ + ++

Brainea insignis Cycad-fern Herb Native -
Rare and Precious Plants of Hong Kong 

(Status in China): Category 4 (Vulnerable)
+

Brassica rapa Turnip Herb Exotic - - +

Brassica rapa  

var.chinensis
Turnip Herb Exotic - - +

Brassica rapa var  

parachinensis
Turnip Herb Exotic - - +

Breynia fruticosa Waxy Leaf Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++ ++ ++

Bridelia tomentosa Pop-gun Seed Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++ ++ ++

Brucea javanica False Sumac Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++ ++

Brunfelsia calycina Brazil Raintree Shrub Exotic Cultivated - ++

Caladium bicolor Common Caladium Herb Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Callicarpa brevipes - Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + +

Callicarpa kochiana - Shrub Native
Deep Water Bay, Sai Kung, Tai Po Kau, Tai Mo 

Shan, Ng Tung Chai, Lantau Island
IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Camellia japonica Japanese Camellia Shrub Exotic Cultivated - +

Camellia vietnamensis - Tree Exotic Cultivated - +

Canavalia maritima Sea Sword Bean Climber Native
Hong Kong Island, Ma Shi Chau, Ma Wan, 

Lantau Island
- ++

Carallia brachiata India Carallia Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - +++ ++ +++ +

Carica papaya Papaya Tree Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Data Deficient + + +

Carmona microphylla Fukien Tea Shrub Exotic Cultivated - +

Caryopteris incana Common Bluebeard Herb Native
Hong Kong Island, Lamma Island, Tai A Chau, 

Lantau Island
- ++

Cassytha filiformis Cassytha Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ +++ + + +

Castanopsis fissa Castanopsis Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++

Casuarina equisetifolia Horsetail Tree Tree Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern + + ++ + +

Catharanthus roseus Periwinkle Herb Exotic Cultivated - + +
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Cayratia corniculata Corniculate Cayratia Vine Native Common in Hong Kong - + + ++ ++++

Celastrus hindsii Chinese Bitter-sweet Climbing Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - + + ++

Celastrus monospermus Bentham's Bitter-sweet Climber Native Climber - +

Celosia argentea Wild Coxcomb Herb Native
Kowloon, Sha Tin, Fanling, Sheung Shui, 

Lantau Island
IUCN Red List: Least Concern + +

Celtis sinensis Chinese Hackberry Tree Native Common in Hong Kong and widely planted IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ + + ++ +

Centella asiatica Moneywort Herb Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + +

Centotheca lappacea Common Centotheca Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Cerbera manghas Cerbera Herb Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Cheilosoria tenuifolia
Narrow-leaved Lip-fern,  

Thin-leaved Lip-fern
Herb Native - - ++

Chloris barbata Peacock-plume Grass Tree Native Common in Hong Kong and widely planted - +

Cinnamomum camphora Camphor Tree Tree Native Common in Hong Kong. Also widely cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern + + ++

Cinnamomum  

parthenoxylon
Yellow Cinnamomum Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Clausena lansium Wampi Tree Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Clerodendrum  

cyrtophyllum
Mayflower Glorybower Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + +

Clerodendrum 

fortunatum
Glorybower Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + ++ ++

Clerodendrum inerme - Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - +++ +

Clerodendrum japonicum Pagoda Flower Shrub Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Cocculus orbiculatus Snail Seed Vine Native Common in Hong Kong - + + + ++

Colocasia esculenta Taro Herb Exotic Cultivated or wild IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Cratoxylum 

cochinchinense
Yellow Cow Wood Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +++ +++ ++ +++ +

Crotalaria retusa Retuse-leaved Crotalaria Shrub Native

Deep Water Bay, Beacon Hill, Chuen Lung, Tai 

Mo Shan, Lam Tsuen Valley, Tuen Mun, Long 

Ke, Lantau Island, Lamma Island

- ++

Cucurbita moschata Crookneck Squash Herb Native Cultivated - +

Cuscuta chinensis Chinese Dodder Herb Native Sha Tin - + ++ + +

Cuscuta japonica Japanese Dodder Herb Native
Cape D'Aguilar, Aberdeen, Victoria Peak, High 

West, Shek O, Po Toi Island
- ++

Cyclea hypoglauca - Vine Native

Pok Fu Lam, Wong Nai Chung, Tai Tam, 

Victoria Peak, Mount Nicholson, Shing Mun, Ma 

On Shan, Tsing Yi

- ++ + +

Cyclosorus parasiticus Wood-fern Fern Native - - ++ + + ++ ++

Cymbopogon tortilis Twisted Lemongrass Herb Native - - +

Dactyloctenium 

aegyptium
Crow-foot Grass Herb Native

Aberdeen, Repulse Bay, Wong Chuk Hang, Tai 

Mo Shan, Fanling, Tai A Chau
- +

Dalbergia benthamii Bentham's Rosewood Climber Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ +++ ++ ++

Dalbergia hancei Scandent Rosewood Climber Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + +

Daphniphyllum 

calycinum
- Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++

Dendrotrophe varians - Vine Native

Aberdeen, Findlay Rd., Mount Collinson Rd., 

Pok Fu Lam Reservoir, Stanley, Tai Mo Shan,  

Sha Tau Kok, Lantau Island

- +++ ++ + +++

Desmodium 

heterocarpon
False Groundnut Subshrub / Shrub Native

Wong Nai Chung Gap, Tai Hang Rd., Shing 

Mun, Sha Tin
- ++ + ++

Desmos chinensis Desmos Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + ++

Dianella ensifolia Dianella Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - +++ +++ ++ ++

Dicranopteris pedata Dichotomy Forked Fern Herb Native very common - ++ +++ +++ ++ +
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Dimocarpus longan Longan Tree Exotic Cultivated

List of Wild Plants under State Protection: 

Category II; Threatened Species List of China's 

Higher Plants: Vulnerable; Rare and 

Endangered Plants and National Key Protected 

Plants in Guangdong: Near Threatened; IUCN 

Red List: Near Threatened

+ ++

Diospyros vaccinioides Small Persimmon Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong

Threatened Species List of China's Higher 

Plants: Endangered; IUCN Red List: Critically 

Endangered

+ + + +++

Diploclisia glaucescens Glaucescent Diploclisia Woody Vine Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Diplospora dubia Common Tricalysia Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++ +

Dracaena fragrans Fragrant Dragon Tree Shrub Exotic - IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Drosera spathulata - Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Duchesnea indica Indian Mock Strawberry Herb Native Hong Kong Island, Tai Po Kau, Ng Tung Chai - +

Duhaldea cappa Elecampane Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ +++

Duranta erecta Golden Dewdrops Shrub Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Echinochloa sp. - Herb Native - - + + +

Elephantopus scaber Elephants-foot Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + + +

Elephantopus 

tomentosus
- Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + ++

Embelia laeta Twig-hanging Embelia
Scandent Shrub /  

climber
Native Widely distributed in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++ + +

Embelia ribes White-flowered Embelia
Scandent Shrub /  

climber
Native Widely distributed in Hong Kong - ++

Emilia sonchifolia Tassel Flower Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + + ++ + +

Epipremnum aureum Ivy-arum Climber Exotic - - +

Eremochloa ciliaris Ciliate Centipede-grass Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ +

Eriocaulon sexangulare Six-angular Pipewort Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++

Eriosema chinense Chinese Eriosema Shrub Native
Hong Kong Island, Kowloon Reservoirs, 

Fanling, Ho Pui, Tai Mo Shan, Lantau Island
- ++

Erythrina variegata - Tree Exotic IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Eucalyptus tereticornis Forest Gray Gum Tree Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern +++ ++

Eucalyptus torelliana Cadaga Tree Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Eucalyptus urophylla - Tree Exotic - IUCN Red List: Endangered + ++

Euonymus nitidus Chinese Euonymus Shrub Native Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Eupatorium lindleyanum Lindley's Boneset Herb Native
Victoria Peak, Sai Kung, Ma On Shan, Pat Sin 

Leng, Kau To Hang, Ping Chau, Lantau Island
- ++

Euphorbia hypericifolia Milk Spurge Herb Native

Tsim Sha Tsui, Kwai Chung Park, Fanling, Lok 

Ma Chau, Pok Wai, Sai Kung, Siu Lek Yuen 

Tsuen, Tung Chung, Lantau Island

- +

Euphorbia thymifolia Thyme-leaved Spurge Herb Native Very Common - ++

Eurya chinensis Chinese Eurya Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - + ++ ++

Eurya nitida Shining Eurya Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ +++ ++ ++

Evolvulus alsinoides Alsine-like Evolvulus Herb Native
Aberdeen, Tsim Bei Tsui, Castle Peak, Sha 

Chau, Lamma Island, Lantau Island
- ++

Ficus elastica India-rubber Tree Tree Exotic Cultivated +

Ficus hirta Hairy Fig Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ + ++

Ficus hispida Opposite-leaved Fig Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +++ ++ ++ +++ ++ +

Ficus microcarpa Chinese Banyan Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ + ++

Ficus microcarpa 'Golden 

Leaf'
Golden Chinese Banyan Tree Exotic Cultivated - +

Ficus pumila Creeping Fig Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + ++

Ficus subpisocarpa Japanese Superb Fig Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ + ++ ++
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Ficus variegata Common Red-stem Fig Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + + ++

Ficus variolosa Varied-leaf Fig Herb Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++

Ficus virens Big-leaved Fig Tree Native Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern + + ++

Fimbristylis sp. - Herb Native - - ++ ++

Flemingia prostrata Philippine Flemingia Shrub Native Ping Chau - ++

Gahnia tristis Triste Gahnia Herb Native Very Common - +++ ++ +++

Galactia tenuiflora Milk Pea Climber Native
Cape D'Aguilar, Tai Au Mun, Clear Water Bay, 

Po Toi Islands, Cheung Chau
IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Gardenia jasminoides Cape Jasmine Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++

Glochidion eriocarpum
Hairy-fruited Abacus 

Plant
Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +++ ++ ++ +++

Glochidion lanceolarium
Large-leaved Abcaus 

Plant
Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - + + +

Glochidion wrightii Wright's Abacus Plant Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - +++ ++ + +++

Gnetum luofuense Luofushan Joint-fir Climber Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Near Threatened ++++ ++ ++ ++ +

Gonocarpus chinensis Chinese Seaberry Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++

Grewia biloba Bilobed Grewia Shrub/ Tree Native
Tai Tam, Aberdeen, Cape D'Aguilar, Sai Kung, 

Tai Wan, Beaufort Island, Po Toi
IUCN Red List: Least Concern + ++

Gymnanthera oblonga Oblong Gymnanthera Climber Native
Tai Tam Tuk, Sha Tin, Sai Kung, Tsing Yi, 

Yuen Long, Lantau Island
- +

Gymnema sylvestre Australian Cow-plant Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++

Hedyotis acutangula Angle-stemmed Hedyotis Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ +

Hedyotis hedyotidea White Ox Creeper Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++

Hedyotis uncinella Small-hooked Hedyotis Herb Native
Hong Kong Island, Tai Mo Shan, Tai Au Mun, 

Shing Mun, Sai Kung, Ma On Shan
- ++ ++

Helicteres angustifolia Narrow-leaved Screwtree Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - + ++ +++ +

Hemerocallis fulva Day-lily Herb Exotic - - +

Heterosmilax  

gaudichaudiana
Gaudichaud Heterosmilax Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - +++ + +++ +

Heterosmilax japonica Heterosmilax Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + +

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Chinese Hibiscus Shrub Exotic - - +

Hibiscus tiliaceus Cuban Bast Tree Native Very Common IUCN Red List: Near Threatened ++

Homalium 

cochinchinensis
- Tree Native - - ++ ++ +++ ++

Hylocereus undatus Night-blooming Cereus Herb Exotic - IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Hypserpa nitida Shining Hypserpa Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - +++ ++ +++ ++ ++

Ilex asprella Rough-leaved Holly Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++ +

Ilex pubescens Downy Holly Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ + +

Ilex rotunda Chinese Holly Tree Native Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Imperata cylindrica  var.  

major
Lalang Grass Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + ++

Indocalamus herklotsii Herklots Cane Herb Native
Victoria Peak, Tai Mo Shan, Ma On Shan, 

Lantau Island
- ++++

Ipomoea cairica Gairo Morning Glory Climber Exotic Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + + + ++

Ipomoea pes-caprae Beach Morning-glory Climber Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +++ +

Ipomoea triloba - Herb Exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Ischaemum sp. - Herb Native - - ++ ++ +

Itea chinensis Itea Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +++ ++ + +++

Ixora stricta - Shrub Exotic Common in Hong Kong - +

Jasminum lanceolaria Hong Kong Jasmine Scandent Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ +

Juniperus chinensis Chinese Juniper Tree Exotic Cultivated in gardens IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Justicia procumbens Purple Justicia Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Kalanchoe tubiflora - Herb Exotic Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +
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Kyllinga brevifolia Short-leaved Kyllinga Herb Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ +

Lactuca sativa Lettuce Herb Exotic - - +

Lagerstroemia speciosa Queen Crape Myrtle Tree Exotic - + +

Lantana camara Lantana Shrub Exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - ++ + ++ + ++ +

Launaea sarmentosa - Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - +++

Lemna minor Lesser Duck-weed Herb Native Common in Hong Kong +

Lespedeza formosa Beautiful Lespedeza Shrub Native
Hong Kong Island, Tai Lam Chung, Castle 

Peak, Tai Mo Shan, Tai Long Sai Wan
- +

Leucaena leucocephala White Popinac Tree Exotic Cultivated and naturalized - ++ ++ ++ ++++ ++++ ++ ++

Ligustrum sinense Chinese Privet Shrub Exotic Common in Hong Kong +++ +++

Lindernia anagallis
Long-capsuled False  

Pimpernel
Herb Native

Aberdeen, Tai Wai, Chuen Lung, Tai Po, 

Fanling, Sai Kung
IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Lindernia crustacea Brittle False Pimpernel Herb Native

Hong Kong Island, Kwai Chung, Shing Mun, 

Tsiu Hang, Ta Kwu Ling, Peng Chau, Lantau 

Island, Ping Chau

IUCN Red List: Least Concern + ++

Lindernia rotundifolia - Herb Exotic Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Lindsaea ensifolia Sword-leaved Lindsaea Herb Native - - ++ ++ + + +

Lindsaea heterophylla Heterophyllous Lindsaea Herb Native - - + + + +

Lindsaea orbiculata Orbicular Lindsaea Herb Native - - ++ ++ + ++

Liquidambar formosana Sweet Gum Tree Native Common in Hong Kong. Also widely planted IUCN Red List: Least Concern + ++

Liriope spicata Lily Turf Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++ + ++ ++

Litchi chinensis Lychee Tree Exotic - - +

Litsea cubeba Fragrant Litsea Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong +

Litsea glutinosa Pond Spice Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ + ++

Litsea rotundifolia var.  

oblongifolia
Oblong-leaved Litsea Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ + ++

Lonicera macrantha
Large-flowered  

Honeysuckle
Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++

Lophatherum gracile Common Lophantherum Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++

Lophostemon confertus Brisbane Box Tree Exotic - IUCN Red List: Least Concern + ++

Loropetalum chinense  

f. rubrum
Red Strap Flower Shrub Exotic - - +

Ludwigia hyssopifolia - Herb Native Tai Lam Chung IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Lygodium japonicum Climbing Fern Herb Native - - ++ + ++ ++ ++ +

Lygodium scandens Scansorial Climbing Fern Herb Native - - +++ +++ ++

Macaranga tanarius  var. 

tomentosa
Elephant's Ear Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ +++ + ++ ++

Machilus chekiangensis Chekiang Machilus Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Macroptilium lathyroides One-leaved Clover Herb Exotic - - + ++ +++

Macrothelypteris 

torresiana
Mariana Maiden Fern Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Maesa perlarius - Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Mallotus paniculatus Turn-in-the-wind Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++++ ++ +++ ++ +

Mangifera indica Mango Tree Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Data Deficient +

Manihot esculenta Tapioca Plant Herb Exotic Cultivated - +

Marsdenia lachnostoma Hairy-throat Condorvine Climber Native
North Point, Ma On Shan, Sai Kung, Tung 

Lung Chau

Rare and Precious Plants of Hong Kong 

(Status in China): Category 4 (Critically 

Endangered)

++

Melaleuca bracteata - Tree Exotic - IUCN Red List: Data Deficient +

Melastoma 

malabathricum
Common Melastoma Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - + ++ ++ + +

Melastoma sanguineum Blood-red Melastoma Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++ ++ + +

Melia azedarach China-berry Tree Exotic Cultivated or naturalized IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++
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Melinis repens Redtop Herb Exotic Common in Hong Kong (naturalized) - ++ +++ +

Melodinus suaveolens Mountain Orange Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ +

Merremia quinata - Climber Native Deep Water Bay - +++

Microstegium ciliatum Ciliate Microstegium Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++

Mikania micrantha Mile-a-minute Weed Climber Exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in Hong 

Kong
- ++ ++ +++ ++ ++++ ++

Millettia nitida Glittering-leaved Millettia Climber Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + ++ ++ ++

Millettia speciosa Showy Millettia Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++

Mimosa pudica Sensitive Plant Herb Exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ +

Miscanthus floridulus
Many-flowered 

Silvergrass
Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++ ++ ++

Miscanthus sinensis Chinese Silvergrass Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++

Momordica charantia  

var. abbreviata
- Climber Exotic - - ++ +++

Morinda parvifolia
Little-leaved Indian- 

mulberry
Climber Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - +++ +++ + +++

Morus alba White Mulberry Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Murraya paniculata Orange-jessamine Tree Exotic Cultivated or naturalized - ++

Musa acuminata cv.  

Cavendishii
- Herb Exotic - - +

Musa  x paradisiaca Common Banana Herb Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Mussaenda erosa Erose Mussaenda Climber Native Common in Hong Kong ++

Mussaenda pubescens Splash-of-white Scandent Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++ + +

Nepenthes mirabilis Pitcher Plant Herb Native
Tai Lam Chung, So Kwun Wat,  

Castle Peak, Lantau Island

Cap. 96; Cap. 586; Rare and Precious Plants 

of Hong Kong (Status in China): Category 4 

(Vulnerable); Threatened 

Species List of China's Higher Plants: 

Vulnerable; IUCN Red List: Least Concern

+

Nephrolepis auriculata Tuberous Sword Fern Herb Native - - + ++

Odontosoria biflora - Herb Native - - +

Oplismenus compositus Composite Oplismenus Herb Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Osbeckia chinensis Chinese Osbeckia Shrub Native Tai Mo Shan, Fanling, Lantau Island - ++

Osmanthus fragrans - Tree Exotic - IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Oxalis corniculata Sorrel Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + + ++

Oxalis debilis subsp.  

Corymbosa
Lavender Sorrel Herb Exotic Common in Hong Kong - + +

Paederia scandens Chinese Fevervine Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + ++ + +++ +

Palhinhaea cernua Nodding Clubmoss Climber Native - - ++

Pandanus tectorius Screw Pine Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + + ++

Panicum maximum Guinea Grass Herb Exotic Cultivated for forage - ++ ++ +++

Parthenocissus dalzielii Diverse-leaved Creeper Climber Exotic Cultivated - ++

Passiflora foetida Passion Flower Climber Exotic Common in Hong Kong. Naturalized - + +++ + +

Pericampylus glaucus Pericampylus Climber Native So Kon Po, Tai Hang, Mount Cameron, Tai Po - +

Persicaria chinensis Chinese Knotweed Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++

Phoenix loureiroi Spiny Date Palm Tree Palm Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ + ++ + +

Photinia benthamiana Bentham's Photinia Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ +

Phyllanthus  

cochinchinensis
Vietnam Leaf-flower Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++ + +

Phyllanthus emblica Myrobalan Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +++ ++ +++

Phyllanthus myrtifolius Myrtle-leaved Leaf-flower Shrub Exotic Cultivated - ++

Phyllanthus reticulatus Reticulated Leaf-flower Shrub Native
Pok Fu Lam Rd., Stubbs Rd., Deep Water Bay, 

Lam Tsuen, Ma On Shan, Tai O, Lantau Island
IUCN Red List: Least Concern + + +
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Pilea microphylla Artillery Clearweed Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Pinus elliottii Slash Pine Tree Exotic Widely planted in countryside IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++

Piper sarmentosum Short-spiked Pepper Herb Native - - +

Pittosporum glabratum Glabrous Pittosporum Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Plantago major Plantain Herb Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Platycladus orientalis Chinese Arborvitae Tree Exotic - IUCN Red List: Near Threatened +

Pogonatherum crinitum Golden-hair Grass Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Polyspora axillaris Hong Kong Gordonia Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + ++ ++ +

Portulaca pilosa Shaggy Purslane Herb Native
Shek O, Lan Nai Wan, Tseng Tau, Pui O, 

Cheung Chau, Waglan Island
- +++

Premna serratifolia - Shrub/ Tree Native

Hong Kong Island, Clear Water Bay, Sha Tin, 

Kei Ling Ha, Castle Peak, Ma On Shan, Ping 

Chau

IUCN Red List: Least Concern + ++

Prunus persica Peach Tree Exotic - - +

Psidium guajava Guava Tree Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Psychotria asiatica Wild Coffee Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ + ++ +

Psychotria serpens Creeping Psychotria Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + ++ ++

Pteridium aquilinum var. 

Latiusculum
Bracken Fern Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Pteris ensiformis Sword Brake Herb Native - - +

Pteris multifida Chinese Brake Herb Native - - + + +

Pteris semipinnata Semi-pinnated Brake Herb Native - - ++ +

Pteris vittata Ladder Brake Herb Native Common in Hong Kong ++ + +

Pueraria lobata var.  

montana
Montane Kudzu Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - + ++

Pueraria phaseoloides Wild Kudzu Vine Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++

Pycreus polystachyos - Herb Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Pyrrosia adnascens Tongue-fern Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Raphanus sativus Chinese Radish Herb Exotic - - +

Rhaphiolepis indica Hong Kong Hawthorn Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++ +

Rhapis excelsa Lady Palm Shrub Palm Native
Hong Kong Island, Tai Mo Shan, Ng Tung Chai, 

Lamma Island
- + ++ + ++

Rhododendron pulchrum Lovely Azalea Shrub Exotic - - +

Rhodomyrtus tomentosa Rose Myrtle Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +++ +++ ++

Rhus chinensis Sumac Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++

Rhus hypoleuca Sumac Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++

Rhus succedanea Wax Tree Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ +++ ++ ++

Rhynchospora rubra Red Beakrush Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Rotheca myricoides - Shrub Exotic - - ++

Rourea microphylla Little-leaved Rourea Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Roystonea regia Royal Palm Tree Palm Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Rubus parvifolius Japanese Raspberry Shrub Native
Hong Kong Island, Tai Po, Tai Mo Shan, Sai 

Kung, Lantau Island
- ++ ++

Rubus reflexus Rusty-haired Raspberry Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - +++ ++ +++ +

Sageretia thea Hedge Sageretia Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - +++ + ++ +

Sapium discolor Mountain Tallow Tree Tree Native Common in Hong Kong. Also planted - ++ ++ + +

Sapium sebiferum Chinese Tallow Tree Tree Native Common in Hong Kong. Also planted - ++

Sarcandra glabra Sarcandra Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Saussurea japonica - Herb Native Stanley, Tai Mo Shan, Lantau Island - ++

Scaevola taccada Beach Naupaka Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - + ++

Schefflera actinophylla Umbrella Tree Tree Exotic - IUCN Red List: Least Concern +
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Schefflera heptaphylla Ivy Tree Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++

Schima superba Schima Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + +++

Schizostachyum  

dumetorum
Bushy Bamboo Bamboo Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Scleria ciliaris Ciliate Razorsedge Herb Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++ +

Scolopia chinensis Chinese Scolopia Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ +

Scoparia dulcis Sweet Broomwort Herb Exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - ++

Scutellaria indica Skullcap Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Senna surattensis Sunshine Tree Shrub/ Tree Exotic Cultivated IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++

Sesbania cannabina Dhaincha Herb Exotic Cultivated or naturalized IUCN Red List: Least Concern + +++

Setaria pumila Yelow Foxtail Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++

Setaria sp. - Herb Native - - ++ ++

Sida rhombifolia Sida Hemp Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++

Smilax china Greenbrier Climbing Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - + ++ + +

Smilax glabra Glabrous Greenbrier Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ +

Solanum americanum Shining-fruit Nightshade Herb Exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - + ++ ++ +++

Solanum torvum Tetrongan Shrub Exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - ++ +

Solena amplexicaulis Clasping-stem Solena Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - + ++

Spermacoce remota - Herb Exotic - IUCN Red List: Least Concern + +

Spermacoce stricta Narrow-leaved Borreria Herb Native
Stanley, Tai Mo Shan, Tsuen Wan, Sai Kung, 

Yuen Long, Po Toi Islands, Ping Chau
- + +

Sphenomeris chinensis Fairy Fern Herb Native - - ++ +

Stachytarpheta 

jamaicensis
Jamaica Vervain Shrub Exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern + ++

Stephania longa Long Stephania Climber Native
Aberdeen, Tai Po Kau, Ma On Shan, Sheung 

Shui, Tai Mong Tsai
- + + +

Sterculia lanceolata Lance-leaved Sterculia Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++++ +++ ++

Strophanthus divaricatus Goat Horns Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ + + +

Strychnos angustiflora
Narrow-flowered Poison-

nut
Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++

Synedrella nodiflora Synedrella Herb Exotic Common in Hong Kong - +

Syzygium hancei Hance's Syzygium Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Tadehagi triquetrum Triquetrous Tadehagi Shrub Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +++ +++

Tetracera asiatica Sandpaper Vine Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++ +

Thysanolaena latifolia Tiger-grass Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - + ++

Toxocarpus wightianus Wight's Toxocarpus Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ +

Trema tomentosa India-charcoal Trema Tree Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +++ +

Turpinia arguta - Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - +

Tylophora ovata Ovate Tylophora Climber Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ +

Uraria crinita Cat's Tail Bean Subshrub Native

Hong Kong Island, Ma On Shan, Shing Mun, 

Tai Po Kau, Ta Kwu Ling, Lantau Island, Tsing 

Yi, Po Toi Islands

- ++

Urena lobata Rose Mallow Herb Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern +

Vernonia cinerea Iron-weed Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + ++

Viburnum odoratissimum Sweet Viburnum Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - ++

Vitis retordii Tomentose Grape Climber Native
Hong Kong Island, Tai Mo Shan, Ng Tung Chai, 

Ho Pui, Chek Keng, Tap Mun, Lantau Island
- +

Wedelia biflora - Herb Native Common in Hong Kong - ++

Wedelia trilobata - Herb Exotic Naturalized and widely cultivated - + ++ ++

Wikstroemia indica Indian Wikstroemia Shrub/ Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - + + +

Youngia japonica Hawk's Beard Herb Native Common in Hong Kong + ++ +
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Zanthoxylum avicennae Prickly Ash Tree Native Common in Hong Kong - +++ + +++ +

Zanthoxylum nitidum Shiny-leaved Prickly Ash Climber Native Common in Hong Kong IUCN Red List: Least Concern ++ ++

Notes:

(1) Distribution in Hong Kong follows:

      Flora of Hong Kong Volume 1-4. (2007-2011).

      Wu, S.-H. & Lee, T.-C.W. (2000). Pteridophytes of Hong Kong. Memoirs of the Hong Kong Natural History Society  23:5-20.

      Xing, F.-W., Ng, S.C. & Chau, L.K.-C. (2000). Gymnosperms and Angiosperms of Hong Kong. Memoirs of the Hong Kong Natural History Society  23:21-136.

      Siu, L.-P.G. (2000). Orchidaceae of Hong Kong. Memoirs of the Hong Kong Natural History Society  23:137-148.

(2) Protection statuses follow:

      Protected under the Forests and Countryside Ordinance (Cap. 96)

      Protected under the Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (Cap. 586)

      Hu, Q.M., Wu, T.L., Xia, N.H., Xing F.W., Lai, C.C.P. & Yip, K.W. (2003). Rare and Precious Plants of Hong Kong. Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, HKSAR, Hong Kong. 234pp.

      List of Wild Plants Under State Protection (promulgated by the National Forestry and Grassland Administration in 2021)

      Fu, K.L. (1992). China Plant Red Data Book. Vol. 1 - Rare and Endangered Plants. Science Press, Beijing. 736pp. (In Chinese only)

      Qin, et al.  (2017). Threatened Species List of China's Higher Plants. Biodiversity Science  25(7):696-747

      International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) (2024). The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2023.1.

      Wu, D.L. & Hu, C.X. (1988). Illustrations of Rare and Endangered Plants in Guangdong Province. China Environmental Science Press, Beijing. 46pp. (In Chinese only).

Abbreviation for Habitats: MWL = Mixed Woodland; SL = Shrubland; SG/G = Shrubby Grassland/ Grassland; PL = Plantation; DA = Developed Area; RS = Rocky Shore; NWC = Natural Watercourse; MWC = Modified Watercourse

Code for Abundance: +++++ = Dominant; ++++ = Abundant; +++ = Frequent; ++ = Occasional; + = Scarce

Species of conservation importance is in bold type face

      Feng, Z.-J., Li, Z.-K., Li, B.-T., Xue, C.-G., Liu, J.-B. & He, Y.-Q. (2002). Study on Rare and Endangered Plants and National Key Protected Plants in Guangdong. Journal of South China Agricultural University  3:24-27.          


